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2016 Jan Term Speaker Series begins

What's Inside
NEWS

Hause and Stenersen discuss the realities of death and dying

QUEUING UP QUEERNESS;
LGBT REPRESENTATION IN
CHILDREN'S MEDIA

The IC provides a safe space
for discussion. "AGE

CAMPUS SNAPSHOTS

Students send in the latest pictures
from January Term activities
on and off campus. ' C. _,
OPINION

VARIOUS STUDENTS write their "bucket list" wishes on the "Before I die, I want to. "board in Dryden Hall. (Josie Howatt/COL LEGIAN)

BY JOSIE HOWATT
.J
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people's last moments, he came to see
that three patterns were common among
all thos h has watched di . Th fir t i a

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, students and
faculty gathered in Hagerty Lounge for
"Before I Die ...A Discussion on Death and
Dying." This event was part of the Jan Term
Speaker Series and was presented by professors Emily Hause and Grete Stenersen,
who co-teach the Jan Term class, "Death
and Dying." Hagerty was absolutely packed,
and those who couldn't find a seat had to sit
on the floor along the walls.
According to Professor Hause, "Before
I Die ..." was just "a taste of what we do in
our Jan Term class." She described the
four reasons that an unexpected amount
of students wish to take a death education
course: vocational goals, curiosity, engaging in difficult conversations, and-most
universally-embracing mortality. Hause
also elaborated on what the students in the
class do throughout the month of January,
which includes writing their own eulogies,
listening to guest speakers who have insight
into the realm of death education, and visiting a morgue and crematorium.
The professors presented two TED Talks
to the audience, the first was by Matthew
O'Reilly, an EMT from New York who constantly comes into contact with people on
the brink of death. He described the moral
dilemma in his line of work; facing the question, "Do I tell the dying they are about to
face death?" After deciding to tell a dying
patient the truth, he realized that it is "not
my place to comfort the dyingwith my lies."
Through his continual observation of

need for forgiveness. According to O'Reilly,
the dying always feel some sense of moral
guilt, regardless of religion or cultural
background. The second is a need for remembrance, a desire that they will not be
forgotten by loved ones and acquaintances.
The third pattern is a need to know that
one's life had meaning; we all want to make
a difference in this world, and at death we
are faced with the question of whether or
not we did so.
This first video was followed by an activ-

"The third pattern is
a need to know that
one's life had meaning;
we all want to make
a difference in this
world, and at death
we are faced with the
question of whether
or not we did so."
i ty in which we had to write down five things
that are most important to us and then use a
circle to create a pie chart of how we spend
our time. Later on in the presentation, we
were asked to turn the sheet over and write
down three things that we ourselves want
to do before we die.

The second TED Talk was by New Orleans-based installation artist Candy
han

who

d

bli s a

a m -

dium for her craft. She transformed an
abandoned building in her hometown into
a giant chalkboard where, underneath
the words "Before I die .. .," passers-by can
write what they wish to achieve in this
lifetime. This movement spread across the
world and has now been installed in over
60 countries. She gave some examples of
what people across the globe have written
after the words "Before I die I want to": "be
tried for piracy," "straddle the international
dateline," "live off the grid," and "be completely myself."
Chang described her inspiration for the
"Before I Die" piece as a desire to make a
space for reflection and contemplation of
two of the most important things in life:
time and relationships with others.
At the end of the event, everyone in
attendance was invited to walk over to
Dryden Hall to make his or her mark on
Saint Mary's own temporary "Before I Die"
wall. Pieces of chalk were passed around,
and students jumped at the opportunity to
write down what they want to accomplish
for the remainder of their lives.
The next installment of the Jan Term
Speaker series, "After Ferguson: The Dream
for Justice" took place on Tuesday, Jan.
19 and was presented by Rev. Osagyefo
Uhuru Sekou, an influential figure in the
Black Lives Matter movement. At 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, Jan. 26, author Roland Merullo
will speak in the Soda Center to conclude
this year's Jan Term Speaker Series.

OBAMA PRESENTS GUN
CON.TROL PLAN

Obama's plan employs common
sense and implements laws that
need to be made. PAGE 4
GAELS ON THE GO

The Collegian asks the student
body "Do you see terrorism in
the U.S. as a real threat?" Find
out what they say. P' SE ..)
CULTURE

REMEMBERING DAVID BOWIE

The revered musician David
Bowie passed away two days after
releasing "Black Star," leaving
many fans to mourn. PP GE t?
SPORTS

New sustainability programs implemented in Oliver Hall
BY TERRILYN HO
IS:>' -~AN 1 l\EWS EDITOR

Running from Monday, Jan. 4 to Monday,
Jan. 25, Green Monday is a new sustainability program that aims to educate the
Saint Mary's community on the benefits
of eating a plant-based diet. This program
occurs every Monday in January at Oliver
Hall, where students are asked to pledge
'Green Monday,' which advocates for them

to eat at least one plant-friendly meal a day.
Green Mondays is backed by Green
Monday, a social enterprise group that
promotes green, healthy, and sustainable
living around the world. Through vegetarian promotion and food rescue initiatives,
they create a platform that enables corporations, restaurants, schools, and the
general public to join in the effort to reduce
the carbon footprint and fulfilling social
and environmental responsibilities.

Riley Smith, Saint Mary's Sustainability
Coordinator, has been actively working on
implementing this program since October
2015. Esha Naik, a junior and CILSA's sustainability S.A.L.T leader, has also played
a large role in advocating Green Mondays.
Both have emphasized that plants
require far less water, land, and other resources to grow as compared to meat, but
the purpose of Green Mondays is to not
see GREEN MONDAYS, page 2

WOMEN 'S BASKETBALL
WINS FOURTH IN A ROW

The Gaels defeated Pacific 82-73
for their fifth WCC win. PAGE 7
MEN'S BASKETBALL DROPS PACIFIC

Saint Mary's defeated the Tigers
88-72, look forward to Gonzaga
Thursday night. 0 /Jje_ P
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GREEN MONDAYS: students pledge to eat plant based diets every Monday
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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take away all meat. According
to Smith, "This is different from
Meatless Mondays because we're
providing both education and a
choice. Meat will still be available,
which enables students to make
an educated choice on food and
its environmental impact."
These healthier benefits can be
seen through various statistics
that show the impacts of supporting the program. One of them
would be slowing down global
warming because the livestock
industry is one of the greatest
contributors to global warming,
emitting more greenhouse gas
than that of all our cars, trains,
and planes combined. The reduction of water waste is another
impact that could be the result
of Green Mondays as opposed to
having half of all water used in
the United States go to raising
animals for food. The last major
impact would be relieving world
hunger because raising animals
for food is inefficient and consumes a lot of resources, producing only a small amount for food
compared with growing crops.

If every student at Saint Mary's
does Green Monday, the school
can save 4,722,600 gallons of
water and 44,448 pounds of carbon dioxide every month. To put
this into perspective, 4,722,600
gallons of water is equivalent to
seven Olympic-sized swimming
pools. In addition, 44,448 pounds
of carbon dioxide is equal to the
carbon emission of driving over
50,000 miles fro m California to
New York seventeen times.
AftereducatingtheSaintMary's
community on what Green Mondays can achieve, Naik hopes that
the results will "show a change in
eating habits [and that] the bigger
picture is that we want to see how
this changes the earth through its
nutritional, environmental, and
social justice impacts."
Along with Green Mond ays,
Wasteless Wednesdays is a similar
program that was started by freshman Aidan Munoz-Christian, and
it advocates for the reduction of
food waste. The program runs
every Wednesday up until Jan.
27 and also requests for students
to pledge to support the program.
Smith mentions t hat "the impact
of throwing away food is as signifi-

DIEGO RIOS PLEDGES his support for Green Monday. (Courtesy of Esha Naik)

cant as choosing a plant-friendly
diet, as 50 percent of food grown
in the U.S . is not eaten." This
program aims to promote sustainability in conjunction with Green
Mondays to educate students on
food choice and food waste.

To learn more about both programs make sure to stop by Oliver
Hall. Fo r any more inquiries,
p lease contact Riley Smith or Esh a
Naik.

SHAWNY ANDERSON
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"Queuing Up Queerness" discusses media representation
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On Jan.14, student leaders from
the Intercultural Center (IC) led
an Inves~ session titled "Queuing
Up Queerness: LGBT Representation in Children's Media." Led
by sophomore Kimi Schiefer and
senior Taylor Gida, students had
the opportunity to listen and participate in the discussion.
After introducing themselves
and the topic, both Schiefer and
Gida stated the goals and purpose
of the session. "We are here to
facilitate," Gida told the a_udience,
"a discussion about LGBTQUIA
media that is created for children
and/or includes children." To
help keep a civil and appropriate
discussion, both student leaders
provided ground rules, including
"I statements," "own your intentions and impacts," "confidentiality," "challenge by choice," and
"no attacks." Gida continued the
event by providing an educational
aspect. She introduced vocabulary
words that were going to be used
throughout the discussion: queer,
transgender, heteronormativity,
and gender dysphoria.
The first group discussion question stated, "What is your experience with queer representation
in children's media?" The participants broke off into small groups
to discuss the given question.

When everyone regrouped, there
were a variety of responses. One
student gave his input: "A lot of
my experience with queer media
has been a bit of a m ix." Another
student said, "I don't remember
seeing much representation in
the shows I watched as a kid, but
if there ever was, it was more
negative and used as comic relief."
Gida presented the audience with
statistics and pointed out certain
facts: Estimates of the LGBT+
population in the United States
range from 3.8 percent to 11 percent, not taking closeted individuals into account; in mainstream
cable television, four percent of
the characters are LGBT+; in children's television specifically, less
than one percent of the characters
areLGBT+.
After providing facts and statistics, Gida and Schiefer began
providing examples ofLGBT representation in children's media.
To help differentiate between
the types of representation in
children's media, Schiefer discussed the terms "undertones,"
"overtones," and "canonical."
"Overtones are the more common
types of representations we see
in media," Schiefer emphasized.
Gida assisted Schiefer by providing more context to overtones:
"This includes characters and
relationships that are ever only
confirmed by the creator(s) and

the writer(s)-that is, not in the
show but 'behind the scenes."'
These terms were followed by
the first example: Cartoon Net-

pointed out that the two characters are clearly in a relationship,
with romantic gestures and all.
Other examples that portray

w ork's "Adventu re Time," specifi-

LGBT representation in te\evisi:on

cally focusing on the two characters of Princess Bubblegum and
Marceline. The two characters are
described as friendly rivals with a
largely unstated past relationship,
and throughout the show, there
are frequent hints at a bad breakup. Schiefer and Gida also brought
up the subject of"Mathematical,"
a promotional video series that
aired after episodes on YouTube
to do recaps and discussions, as
a part of the example. "Mathematical" was pulled in 2011 after
hinting at romance between the
two characters from "Adventure
Time." The creators of "Mathematical" were fired afterthe pulling of the show. Gida provided her
input, saying, "It's worth noting
that ever since the promotional
show was canceled, the creators
and writers of "Adventure Time"
have come out saying they believe
that the two characters had a past
relationship."
The second ex;:imple that was
used was "Steven Universe," also
from Cartoon Network. The two
characters in focus were Ruby
and Sapphire. Ruby and Sapphire
are almost constantly "fused" to
create the "gem fusion" Garnet.
And to go along with this, Schiefer

shows included "6teen," "Clarence," "Avatar," "Paranorman,"
and TLC's "I Am Jazz."
After providing these examples,
the floor was open for discussion.
One of the main discussion questions was, "How do you feel [about
LGBT representation in children's
media]?" A student contributed
their answer by saying, "I feel like
the LGBT relationships between
two people of the same sex are
the most common things we see
in cartoons or media because it's
the most understood. The next
step would be to move into transgender topics because I feel that's
the least understood. It would be
a great next step because then
maybe people will be able to understand the topic more." Schiefer
provided concluding thoughts in
response to the question "Why
is it important that people know
about this subject?" She empha- ·
sized, "A lot of people are going
forward. They have younger siblings, they may have kids of their
own, so it's good to get a grasp
of what kind of media they'll be
getting and seeing how different
groups are represented. It's also
good for people to see if the media
they are receiving is accurate."

Synopsis: Unwanted verbal communication in Galileo Hall; referred to Dean of Students Office

ation of buildings; referred to
Dean of Students Office, Facilities Services & Health Center

1/16/16 10:37 p.m.
Incident: False Fire Alarms with
Injury
Synopsis: Malicious pull of fire
stations in De La Salle, Justin,
Aquinas, Augustine, and Mitty
Hall - student fell during evacu-

1/13/16 6:47 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Possible reaction to
medication in Assumption Hall;
transported by friend to John
Muir Hospital

Board is comprised of all oversight staff members. Other
opinions expressed are not necessarily endorsed by The
Collegian, itscontributorsand/ oradvertisers.Advertis-

ers do not necessarily reflect the view of The Collegian.
The Collegian strives for accuracy and fairness in the
reporting of news. If a report is wrong or misleading, a

request for a correction or clarification may be made.

t

.. To act upon ones convictions while others wait,
To create a posiliveforce in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn 't available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice-"
-TED TURNER

Crime Beat
1/8/16
7:59 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Construction work
set off alarm in St. Albert Hall
Library; referred to Facilities
Services
1/11/16 9:19 a.m.
Incident: Gas Leak
Synopsis: Due to construction
work in power plant gym - PG&E

determined cause and fixed it;
referred to Facilities Services
1/11/16 12:17 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Accident
Synopsis: Gate arm shut on
County Connection Bus at front
gate; referred to Loss Prevention
1/12/16 7:30 p.m.
Incident: Information Report
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NEWS
Campus Snapshots

Campus
Calendar
State of Moraga Business in
2016

Tuesday, January 19
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Claeys
Lounge
Contact Tim Farley
x4830

EMILY REDFERN STANDS ON THE EQUATOR and poses for a photo in Kenya, Nanyuki during her
January Term travels. (Courtesy of Emily REdfern)

After Ferguson: The Dream
for Justice with Rev. Sekou
Tuesday, January 19
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Contact Paul Aberkamp
pel@stmarys-ca.edu
CAB's High School Musical
Showing for 10-Year Anniversary
Wednesday, January 20
: 0-10:
p.m.
Intercultural Center Delphine
Lounge
Contact Jenn Fields
jkf3@stmarys-ca.edu
Leadership Department Open
House
Saturday, January 23
10:00-12:00 p.m.
De La Salle: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Leadership Department
leadership@stmarys-ca.edu

THE WINE GRAPE GROWING QUARTER CREDIT visited Concannon Vineyards in Livermore to taste
wine and examine growing patterns. (Evelyn M1naise/COLLEGIAN)

39th Annual Car Drawing
Saturday, January 23
5:30-7:15 p.m.
Saint Mary's College Soda
Center
Contact Athletic Development
x4966

E.irn your Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree in just 31
months from Azusa Pacific University, and gain a solid, generalist
perspective of patient care in a supportive Christian environment.

Program Benefits
Prepares you for entry-level positions in orthopedics,
neurology, cardiopulmonology, clinical electrophysiology,
pediatrics, geriatrics, and sports medicine.
•

•

Qualifies you for leadership positions in hospitals,
private clinics, sports clinics, rehabilitation centers,
pain clinics, government agencies, home and
community health care programs, and research projects.

SAINT MARY'S ROWING TEAM was honored during halftime at a men's basketball game. (Kristen
Geibel/COLLEGIAN)

Enables you to join one of the fastest-growing sectors
in health care.

Apply today!
Visit apu.edu/dpt/,
email gpc@apu.edu,
or call (626) 815-4570.

Whether you're abroad or on-campus,

I&

share photos of what you're doing

Aa

AZUSA PACIFIC

this January Term, and we may fea-

UNIVERSITY

ture them in our Campus Snapshots!

Gad First Since 1899

701 E. Foothill Blvd., Azusa, CA 91702

.....

smcco//egian@gmail.com

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings .
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OPINION
Oballla presents his plan for collllllon-sense gun control

AN EMOTIONAL PRESIDENT OBAMA addresses the nat ion in regards to ongoing gun violence in the U.S. (Courtesy of Jet Magazi ne)

BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
r

.~

n Jan. 5, 2016, President
Barack Obama unveiled his
O
plan to take executive action to
increase gun control in America.
Gun control in the United States
has been a major issue for a
while, but with the increase in
mass shootings over the years,
there is a need now more than
ever for laws to reduce gun violence. It is not acceptable to say
the United States does not need
gun control.
In his speech, President
Obama gave a four-step summary
of his common-sense gun control

plan. The first step is to require
all individuals in "the business of
selling firearms [to] get a license
and conduct background checks,
or be subject to criminal prosecutions." President Obama went
on to say, "We're also expanding
background checks to cover
violent criminals who try to buy
some of the most dangerous
firearms by hiding behind trusts
and corporations and various
cutouts." We hear too often of a
shooter with a lengthy criminal
record. The second step is "to
do everything we can to ensure
the smart and effective enforcement of gun safety laws that are
already on the books" and the

third step is "to do more to help
those suffering from mental illness get the help that they need."
Mass shootings usually occur
because a person with a mental
illness becomes unstable and
harms others. However, two in
every three gun deaths are from
suicides. Finally, the fourth step
is to boost gun safety technology.
President Obama told his audience, "In 2013 alone, more than
500 people lost their lives to gun
accidents - and that includes
30 children younger than five
years old."
The United States is one of the
most technologically_ advanced
countries in the world, how-

ever, for some reason we cannot
implement common-sense gun
control like boosting our gun
safety technology from the Dark
Ages. President Obama provided
an interesting and comical comparison of technological advances in the entertainment world to
gun safety technology when he
said, "If we can set it up so you
can't unlock your phone unless
you've got the right fingerprint,
why can't we do the same thing
for our guns? If there 's an app
that can help us find a missing
tablet - which happens to me
often the older I get, if we can do
it for your iPad, there's no reason
we can't do it with a stolen gun."
President Obama makes many
great points on gun control that
include research in gun safety
technology, increases in background checks, more regulation
on who is buying guns, and the
reduction of certain guns sold
to certain people should be common sense.
On "The Daily Show with Trevor Noah ," the host discussed
Obama's executive action on
guns in an informative yet comical manner. As a native to South
Africa, Noah sees the gun control
debate in America from a different angle than those of us who
were born here in the United
States. But Noah is not numb
to gun violence. In fact, he had
to leave his home in Johannesburg and move to Los Angeles
because his stepfather used guns
to abuse his family. In his speech
about gun control, President
Obama wiped his tears as he
said, "Every time I think about
those kids [from Sandy Hook

Elementary School], it gets me
mad." In response to his tears,
Fbx News host Andrea Tantaros
criticized the President, saying,
'~I would check that podium for,
like, a raw onion ... It's not really
believable." The only response
Trevor Noah had was this: "Shedding tears when you think of
murdered children is not really believable? You know what?
There is something here that's
not really believable: the fact that
the rest of us have to share the
title of human being with you."
Although no one human life is
more valuable than anyone else's,
the majority of humanity can
agree that when a first-grader's
murder could have been avoided,
crying is usually a normal human
reaction, unless you are Andrea
Tantaros, I suppose.
Gun control is a very tense
subject in the United States, but
it should not be at all. President
Obama acknowledges and fully
understands the Second Amendment, considering he taught constitutional law for twelve years
at the University of Chicago Law
School. President Obama and
anyone who supports gun control only want to protect Americans from senseless acts like the
countless mass shootings that
have taken place in recent years.
President Obama's executive
action to implement commonsense gun control should be
something all Americans agr ee
with because, according to The
Declaration of Independence,
we all have "certain unalienable
rights, that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of h appiness."

Republican debaters combine substance with scare tactics
BY VICTOR JAIMES

hen I first tuned into
the live stream of the
Republican debate, I expected
nothing but a stand-up comedy.
In actuality, there were some
interesting points and claims
made in the midst of the humorous tirades from the candidates.
First, I would like to say that
I grow tired of hearing about
how Ted Cruz is unqualified to
be president because he is not a
natural born U.S. citizen. As he
said, as long as you are capable
of running for the position, then
you should be able to. This is
textbook mudslinging executed
by none other than Donald
Trump. Cruz, dropping his calm,
empowering rhetoric, retorted
by critiquing his opponent,
saying that Trump embodies
"New York values," or values of
social liberalism (pro-choice,
pro-gay marriage, etc.). Trump
countered by saying, "When the
World Trade Center came down,
I saw something that no place on
Earth could have handled more
beautifully, more humanely,
than NewYork. ..Thatwas a very
insulting statement that Cruz
made."
As always, there was more
dirt than gold in this debate.
For the most part, I found the
debate to be a semi-roast of
each candidate and a complete

W

roast of President Obama and
Hillary Clinton, rather than a
civil debate about the issues.
Mark Rubio stated that Clinton
should be disqualified from
running for president, as she
is a threat to national security.
Although I agree that Clinton
is dishonest and shady, I do not
want to sit for two hours hearing
Republican candidates roasting
their fellow politicians. I want
to hear what can be done to
counteract or solve their proposals and policies.
There were also some questionable claims made in the debate that had me fact-checking
throughout its entirety. Trump
described very distorted demographics of the Syrian refugees
and referred to them as strong,
p<1Werful men. However, the fact
is that 4.6 million of these refugees are women and children.
Also, Chris Christie, Rubio, and
John Kasich all agreed that the
U.S. has the highest corporate
tax rate in the world. I was
confused. Were they talking
about the marginal effective tax
rate or the statutory rate? The
United States, according to the
Tax Foundation, has the highest
statutory tax rate in the world,
with 39.l percent, but is sixth in
the marginal effective rate, with
35.3 percent. Why must these
candidates use generalized ,
misguided statistics?
It is very striking just how

DONALD TRUMP AND TED CRUZ argue about "New York values" in the most recent Republican debate. (Courtesy of The New York nmes)

much extreme word choice was
used in the debate. Christie
called Obama's presidency a
dictatorship and referred to him
"a petulant child." He continued by saying that Republicans
would "kick his rear end out
of the White House." I don't
think that this extreme word
choice was necessary, even in
the context used. Obama is not
looking to take away your guns,
Christie. He's looking to enact
more background checks on

weapons so as to make sure they
don't fall into the wrong hands.
Also, let's think about this for a
second: is there really a reason
why we need access to an Ml6
or a .50 caliber rifle? This fearmongering needs to stop. There
is a reason why we have a police
force and an army: to protect
and to serve us. We as citizens
do not need assault weapons.
Hunting rifles are fine, as they
are for sport, but the idea that
we all need weapons to defend

ourselves is unfounded.
Surprisingly, there were some
very insightful comments made
in the debate, even by Trump.
But we must not let these candidates disillusion us and tell
us how to think. Here is my
advice to you: try to be informed
because it doesn't help to just
be opinionated. Do not believe
what these candidates say to you
firsthand. Always verify what
they say. The same goes for the
Democratic Party.
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OPINION
Upcollling Iowa caucus will be a tight race for both parties
BY JACOB TURN ROSE
CU TURE EDITOR

The first electoral event of the
2016 presidential election,
the Iowa caucus, is now less than
two weeks away. Here is the current situation for both parties in
the Hawkeye State.
In the Republican field, while
a brief stint back in October
showed Ben Carson to be the favorite, fumbles in foreign policy
caused his subsequent nosedive
in November. Closing out 2015,
it seemed that Ted Cruz had the
edge on Donald Trump. Several polls showed Cruz beating
Trump by a sizable margin. For
example, a CBS/YouGov poll
taken between Dec. 14 and 17
showed Cruz beating Trump by
a nine percent margin. However,
since then, Cruz's polling numhers have dropped significantly.
This is largely due to the numerous attacks on the circumstances
surrounding his birth. Cruz was
born in Calgary, Canada, and
spent three years in Canada
until his family relocated to
Texas. In the Constitution, un-

der eligibility requirements for
president and vice president, it
is stated that incumbents ofboth
positions must be a "natural
born citizen." Many take this to
mean that a presidential or vice
presidential candidate must be
born here in the United States
in order to be eligible. However,
the Constitution doesn't define
what it means to be a natural
born citizen, so it is left open
to interpretation. This leaves
Ted Cruz's eligibility in question. This ambiguity especially
hurts Cruz since he's vying for
a conservative demographic
that openly questions whether
Barack Obama was born in the
United States or, rather, in Kenya. How can one argue the
unproven scenario that Obama
was born in Kenya while ignoring the fact that Ted Cruz was,
in fact, born abroad? Focusing
on this question of natural born
citizenship could be an effective
strategy for Trump.
Currently, Trump and Cruz
are neck-and-neck in polls, with
Trump having a slight advantage. The latest Quinnipiac poll

shows Trump ahead of Cruz by
a two percent margin. The latest PPP poll, again, puts Trump ·
ahead of Cruz by two percent.
However, the Des Moines Register, an outlier to the trend,
gives Ted Cruz the edge by three
percent. Marco Rubio hovers in
third with around 10-15 percent
of the vote. Ben Carson is polling at 7-11 percent as he tries to
rebuild the momentum he lost
in November. According to CNN,
Carson's campaign manager and
communications director both
quit their posts in late December. Jeb Bush rounds out the
top five Republican candidates,
polling between four and five
percent. Bush has struggled to
regain his own momentum, as
his polling has been in a steady
downward, slope since Trump
entered the race.
On the Democratic side, the
race between Hillary Clinton
and Bernie Sanders in Iowa
is currently deadlocked. The
latest polls in January show
a very close race between the
two Democratic frontrunners.
The latest Quinnipiac poll puts

Bernie ahead of Clinton 49-44
percent, the latest Des Moines
Register poll puts Clinton over
Sanders 42-40 percent and the
latest PPP poll puts Clinton over
Sanders 46-40 percent. This
heavily contrasts the polls from
early December, where Clinton
was-polling 15 percent higher
than Sanders on average. In seeing the new poll numbers, Clinton has come out swinging. Her
main attack has revolved around
gun control. She has pointed out
that Sanders voted in favor of
the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act back in 2005.
The law, in effect, protects firearm manufacturers and dealers
from being held responsible for
crimes committed with their
products -with certain exernptions. Clinton is thereby insinuating that Sanders has been soft
on gun manufacturers and their
influence in Congress. Hillary
herself has expressed that she
would repeal the law if elected as
president. However, according
to the New York Times, back in
the 2008 democratic primaries,
Clinton tried to differentiate

herself from Barack Obama,
who was for gun control, by
presenting herself as a "Pro-Gun
Churchgoer" who supported gun
rights. We shall see whether or
not her fresh attacks will affect
the Iowa caucus-goers.
As January comes to a close,
we see a tight race in both the
Republican and Democratic
fields. We have Donald Trump
vs. Ted Cruz and Hillary Clinton
vs. Bernie Sanders. For Donald
Trump, if he can stay on the
offense and continue to plant
doubt in the minds of Cruz
supporters, Iowa is definitely
in his grasp. Gun control is a
major issue for progressives in
light of the many mass shootings the country has faced in
the last year. For Clinton, if she
can continue to push the idea
that Bernie Sanders has an inconsistent or wavering record
on gun control, this could go a
long way for her in Iowa. In any
case, things are tight in the first
primary electoral state, and
whatever happens on Feb. 1 will
likely set the tone for the rest of
the primary election.

GAELS ON
Do you see
terrorism in
the U.S. asa
real threat?
BY JOSIE HOWATT & GABBY
VANACORE
OPINiOf\J ED ffOR & ASSiSTANT
OPiNION EDITOR

KAVYA MADDALI

KACIE DOYLE

Sophomore, Politics and
English double major

Sophomore, Environmental
Studies major

"Terrorism is a disgusting threat that we
face today. In politics we study terrorists
as aiming to achieve social and/or political
change byusingviolence. I ama true believer
in diplomacy and humanity. Some change is
good and necessary for survival. But change,
like peace and love, is fluid, unlike violence,
which is pgid. As a powerful nation, we
must not succumb to fear. I am not scared
that today or tomorrow I will be a victim
of terrorism, but if I were, I am confident
that retribution would be served. We have
to exterminate terrorism with valiance."

"I used to worry about terrorism for
a while, but then I researched how to
protect yourself in the event of a terrorist
attack, so now I feel more safe and don't
feel like it's as much of a threat."

ERINN KLEIN
Sophomore, English major
"I absolutely think that terrorism is
a real threat in our country. Every
day, there are attempted terrorist
attacks that are diverted by police
departments, the FBI, the CIA, and
military personnel. Ever since 9/11,
there have been thousands of attempts
every single day, most of which we never
learn about, us normal citizens. So I
absolutely think it's a threat, and I also
know without a doubt that there are
people who would not hesitate to come
kill us. I also believe that if our men and
women overseas are being threatened,
and they are on a daily basis by terrorist
groups, then we are all being threatened
because those are our citizens."

PEDRO DUPREE
Sophomore, History major

RAMSEY SCHMITT
Senior, Global and
Regional Studies major
"Yes, there's always the danger of
terrorism, especially with the recent
worldwide clashes of religion. So
I think we're definitely at risk of
terrorist attacks here in the U.S."

"Personally, I don't give in to fear in terms
of terrorism. That's just giving the terrorists
what they want, and that's not who I am. Of
course you've got to take care of terrorism
accordingly, but don't give into fear. Don't
respond irrationally to terrorism."

Have your own answer to the question
or have one that you want to ask other
Gaels? Email staff@stmaryscollegian.com
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CULTURE
Jan Term Remembering David Bowie through the generations
free time
opportunities
BY SOFIA JEREMIAS
h.JEWS EDiTOR

BY ADRIANA AVILA
STAFF \/\/ RITER

Are you finding a lot of free time
in your schedule during Jan Term?
Do you see yourself running out of
fun things to do? If you are looking
for a way to use your free time, this
semester could be an opportunity
for you to explore and discover new
things.
Practice your hobbies-that you
haven't been able to work on during
the semester. Explore your creativity in activities like photography,
painting, music, decorating, or
writing. Creativity has the power
of reducing stress and increasing
happiness. Read a new book-or
finish an old one. Read more about
the subjects that interest you from
different perspectives.
Are you a foodie? Saint Mary's
is nestled in the Bay Area, which
means there are so many food
choices nearby. You could explore
a new culture and its food at a place
you've never been to before. Grab
some grub at Fisherman's Wharf
in San Francisco or study and sip
on the beverage of your choice at a
localcafe.
Go exploring. Follow where your
curiosity leads you. Is there a place
on campus that you walk by everyday, but don't really know what it
is? Stop and walk in. Learning about
the spaces and programs around
you could benefit you in the future.
Take a walk and stop by the Legacy
Garden, or hike up to the cross.
Leave campus and experience a day
in Oakland or San Francisco. Find a
hole-in-the-wall, and you just might
discover your new favorite spot.
Check out some of the Saint
Mary's sports games. The basketball game of the season is coming
up against Gonzaga on Jan. 21. The
men's team will play Portland on
Jan. 23, and the women's team will
play Pacific on Jan. 30. Men's tennis
also has some games coming up Jan.
24 against Grand Canyon. Come out
and support your fellow Gaels.
Get to know your hall-and-suitemates better. Keep your door
open once in a while, and you could
make a new friend. Personalize a
common area on your floor with
everyone's ideas. Hang up art and
photographs, string lights and inspirational words, and altogether create it an area that makes everyone
feel at home. Make a videogame or
movie night, pull out some board
games, have an art night, or simply
just create a social gathering. If
there's food, more people are likely
to join in.
If you find the motivation, you
can prepare for next semester by applying for scholarships and buying
your textbooks early. Make next semester a good one and be prepared.
Jan Term is also a time where you
can focus more on your health and
well-being. Catch up on sleep. Visit
the on-campus recreation center.
Take advantage of healthy food options. Smile at strangers and spread
the happiness that you'll find doing
something you love this semester.
Have yourself a happy Jan Termand
rest of the year!

"Changesbowie" was the first
album I ever became fanatic
about, and it was the first album
I made the conscious decision to
love and listen to over and over
again (with brief interludes of
Queen). At nine years old I would
scream the words to "Space Oddity" and "Changes." When my
parents recommended that I
mix up the music, I was sceptical.
I was born in 1996. The songs
that I came to love were not of
my generation; they weren't
even of my mother's generation.
The multigenerational span
of David Bowie is part of what
makes his career truly spectacular. He embodied pop and was
continually experimenting with
its visual and musical elements.
Bowie was not satisfied with
maintaining his success as a rock
musician. He was determined to
keep changing and creating.
The sheer volume of content
produced-27 studio albums,
nine live albums, 49 compilation
albums, 120 singles, and three
soundtracks-is impressive. Not
only did he create hit record after hit record, he experimented
in film and produced records
such as Lou Reed's "Transformer."
Bowie's face changed along
with his music, from the relatively tame appearance of David
Jones, the kabuki inspired attire
of Ziggy Stardust, to the Thin

DAVID BOWIE passed away at the age of 69 on Jan. 10, 2016. ( Courtesy of Rock FM)

White Duke. His role as Jareth
the King of Goblins in "Labyrinth," complete with flared blue
eye makeup, skin-tight pants,
and long white hair, awed many
children and adults alike. On the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the
film, I attended a screening at
the Castro Theatre in an enormous, pink, eighties-style, floor
length dress.
"Blackstar," released two days
prior to his death, is the greatest testament to his ability to

remain contemporary, strange,
and essentially Bowie. The
album combines hip-hop, jazz,
and rock in a totally new way.
"Girl Loves Me" is a song of its
time and fully makes use of
21st century pop convention.
The words "Where the f- did
the Mondays go?" reverberates in an eerie, psychotic,
pop chasm. The music videos
that accompany the songs
"Blackstar" and "Lazarus" are
perplexing nd frightening. as

well, though for different reasons. It's difficult not to assign
biographical meaning to images
of Bowie strapped in a hospital
bed, furiously writing, singing,
"Look up here, I'm in heaven ... I'll
be free, ain't that just like me."
Every song on the album evokes
some 'sign' of the end, an end
kept secret from millions of fans
but (clearly?) on the mind of the
artist. Ultimately, "Blackstar,"
will act as a eulogy, written by
Bowie for Bowie.

"The Bachelor" airs a new season, same traditions
BY MADISON LATTNER
STAFF WRITER

As some of you know, the new
season of "The Bachelor" is
now back on the air. This means
more bachelorettes, not as many
roses, and even more drama.
Having never seen the show
before, I was intrigued by what
made the show loved by millions.
I mean, a bachelor handing out
roses to ladies he barely knows?
How could that be entertaining?
So to put an end to my curiosity,
I did some research, and decided
to watch my first season of "The
Bachelor."
The show started on March
25, 2002, on ABC, with the plot
of the show being that a about
25 bachelorettes battling to win
a bachelor's heart in hopes of
marriage. During the show, the
bachelor and the bachelorettes
travel to exotic places, go on romantic dates, and even participate in some crazy competitions
in order to fall in love with the
bachelor. As the season goes on
potential brides are eliminated,
and the bachelor is faced with
so few bachelorettes that he
chooses a wife.
While this idea of love and
marriage seemed almost perfect, I decided to watch my very
first episode of "The Bachelor,"
and I have to say I am officially
hooked. This show is almost too
good to be true. Why wouldn't
people want to watch the show?
It features great drama, a goodlooking bachelor, and a good
way to blow off steam on your
Monday nights. I was immedi-

NEW BACHELOR BEN HIGGINS was previously on "The Bachelorette" and now is the star of the new season. (Courtesy of Wet Paint)

ately intrigued by the staging of
it all and how almost-perfectly
the bachelor and some bachelorettes seem to hit it off.
But is this great drama really
as great as it seems on T.V.?
Deeper into my research, I
found out that the show is not
all that it seems. In fact, there
are some pretty strict rules and
other misconceptions about
the show. Some rules include
a dress code for both the bachelor and the bachelorettes, the
bachelorettes undergo many
psychological tests and questionnaires before the show, and

internet, cellphones, and music
are not allowed in the house.
Also, from 30 seasons total of
both "The Bachelor" and "The
Bachelorette," there are six
couples that are still together.
The show heightens the mockery of the standard of marriage
and makes love a game.
Although the show does have
its definite flaws, it does offer
some great entertainment and
a cu,lt classic for seasons to
come. But this show can only
offer good entertainment if we
understand that "The Bachelor"
is just a sho~ and simply there

for entertainment, not meant as
a standard of love and marriage.
No one should be leaving their
boyfriends for the bachelor they
see on T.V. or making any other
rash decisions because of fame.
If we keep up with that idea,
then our concept of dating and
finding "the one" may be more
skewed than it is now. So just
remember that "The Bachelor"
is a great show for its entertainment value, but your personal
ideals of love, partnership, or
even marriage should not be left
up to whether a rose is given out
or not.
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SPORTS
NBA power rankings: Warriors stay on top, Spurs creeping up
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL

STMF WRITER

The NBA basketball season is in
full swing. Basketball fans worldwide
are watching both the Eastern and
Western Conference to see which
teams will eventually make the
playoffs and who will be crowned
NBA Champion.
With the ESPN power rankings
released for Week 11, we still see
the Golden State Warriors and San
Antonio Spurs in the number one
and two spots, respectively. The
Cleveland Cavaliers have moved
up to the third spot, while bumping
down the Oklahoma CityThunderto
the fourth spot. These top four teams
in the power rankings are playing
well, but while looking atthe Eastern
and Western Conference standings,
it's a little easier to see who really is
the best.
In the Eastern Conference, the
Cleveland Cavaliers hold the top
spot with a record of 28-10. The
Cavs are currently ahead of the Toronto Raptors byfourgames.LeBron
James is averaging 25.5 points per
game (on 50.2 percent shooting), 6.1
assists per game, and 1.4 steals per
game, but he's shooting a career low
30percentfrombeyondthearc. The
Cavs have a strong cast, especially
with Saint Mary's standout guard
Matthew"Delly" Dellavedovashooting 43.2 percent from behind the
tlTiee-point arc.
The Toronto Raptors and Chicago

Bulls trail the Cavs by four and fiveand-a-half games, respectively. The
Raptors hold the sixth spot in the
Week 11 power rankings. The Raptors have played well this season,
but the big question is should they
upgrade their roster to a make a
strong run in the playoffs? Assuming DeMarre Carrol is healthy, the
Raptors will not need to look to upgrade their for\Vard spots too much.
However, the Raptors should look to
strengthen their bench.
The Chicago Bulls are third in the
Eastern Conference and received
a power ranking of five for Week
11. The Bulls lost Joakirn Noah to a
shoulder injury, but they have gone
7-2 without him. Jin1fny Butler leads
the Bulls with 22.6 points per game
and 1.8 steals per game. He also broke
Michael Jordan's franchise record
for most points in a half by scoring
40 points in the second half against
the Raptors. The Bulls are definitely
the biggest threat the Cavs in the
Eastern Conference despite being
third behind the Raptors. Other
teams to look out for the East are
the Atlanta Hawks (23-17) with a
power ranking of seven, Miami Heat
(22-15) with a power ranking of nine
and the Indiana Pacers (21-16) with
a power ranking of ten.
In the Western Conference, the
Golden State Warriors have set the
bar high with a season record of37-4.
The Warriors are almost unstoppable, holding the number one spot in
the Western Conference all season.

.
Earn Your Master's Degree
in Psychology, Counseling,
or Social Work from
Azusa Pacific University

apu.edu/go/helpingothers

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Thurs. vs. Gonzaga, 8 p.m.
Sat. vs. Portland, 8 p.m.

After reclaiming first place
in the wee with a home win
against Pacific, Saint Mary's
enters its annual grudge match
with Gonzaga followed by
Portland on Saturday night.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
THE GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS are 37-4. (Courtesy of GoldenGateSports)

Thurs. @ Gonzaga, 6:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Portland, 1:00 p.m.

The Warriors have yet to play the
San Antonio Spurs and Oklal1oma
City Thunder, so once they play two
of the best teams in the West, they
willbeabletofurtherprovethatthey
are the best in the West. The Warriors have been breaking records all
season. However, without Stephen
Curry, they lost to the Dallas Mavericks. As long as the Warriors are
healthy, they can verywell end up in
the NBA Finals again.
The San Antonio Spurs are right
on the Warriors' heels, only trailing Golden State by two-and-ahalf games. Despite trailing the
Warriors all year, San Antonio is
gaining on the Dubs. The Spurs are
undefeated at home, so when they
play the Warriors in Oracle on Jan.
25 and at home on March 19, we
may finally find out who is the best.

Winners of four straight games,
a surging Saint Mary's women's
basketball team heads north to
battle Gonzaga and Portland
after taking care of Pacific.

The Oklahoma City Thunder is currentlythirdin the Westandholds the
fourth spot behind the Cavaliers in
power rankings. The Thunder have
played well this season, but need to
remainhealthy. While Kevin Durant
was out with a sprained bigrighttoe,
the Thunder lost to the Sacramento
Kings. The Thunder trail the Warriors by eight-and-a-half games
while not having played them yet.
Their first match up of the year
will be Feb. 6 in Oracle. Some other
teams to look out for in the Western
Conference are the Los Angeles
Clippers (26-13) with a power ranking of eight, the Dallas Mavericks
(23-18) with a power ranking of 11,
the Memphis Grizzlies (22-19) with
a power ranking ofl2, and the Houston Rockets (21-20) with a power
ranking ofl3.

WOMEN'S TENNIS

Mon. vs. Holy Names, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs. «;rand Canyon, 12:00
p.m.
MEN'S TENNIS

Mon. vs. Holy Names, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs. Grand Canyon, 12:00
p.m.
TRACK

Sat.@ Cal All-Comers Meet, All
Day

M.A. in Clinical Psychology:
Marriage and Family Therapy

Master of Social Work

24-48 months I 66-69 units

The MSW program equips you to help people
manage some of life's mo~1 difficult challenges.
such as poverty, addktion. and abuse.

This program provides a solid foundation in the
theoretical and applied prai:tke of professional
counseling with individuals, couples, and families.

24-48 months I 60 units

M.A.Ed. in Educational and Clinical Counseling

Everywhere you look you see broken.
hurting people-men, women, children,
couples, and families struggling with diverse
issues. Azusa Pacific can prepare you for a
career dedicated to improving the lives of
others in a variety of profossional settings.
Our graduate programs provide the tools
you'll need to make a difference.

CONTACT US TODAY!

Sports
this week

M.A.Ed. in Educational Psychology
and Ed.S. in School Psychology
36 months l 66-81 units

This NASP-approved dual degree program
delivers practical training of the highest standard
for school psy:vho!ogists. Specialize in an optional
15-unit concentration that enhances your

24-36 months I 60 units

This program allows candidates to pursue
careers io K-12 school and clinical settings.
Earn a highly market.able degree and school
counseling credential, and prepare to meet
LPCC requirement$.

career opportunities.

I

(626} 815-4570

I

gpc@apu.edu

I&
'"

AZUSA PACIFIC
U N f V E R S I T Y

God First Sinu 1899
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SPORTS
Men's basketball handles Pacific, awaits Gonzaga Illatchup
"' SHAMROCK
www.!>hamroclcofflce.com

JOE RAHON scored eight points in a 78-62 win over visiting Pacific at McKean Pavilion . The Gaels will renew their rivalry with Gonzaga on Thursday night. (Courtesy of Kristen Geibel/COLLEGIAN)

BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
T
W T

The Gaels defeated the University of the Pacific Tigers in
a 78-62 victory on Thursday,
Jan.14. Saint Mary's is now 15-2
overall and 6-1 in WCC play. The
Gaels took no time in getting off
to a quick start. They started the
game shooting 9-9 and made 11
of their first 12 shots. After the
first half, the Gaels were up 4627 and had a field goal percentage of 83.3, only missing three
of 18 shots the entire first half.
In addition to a spectacular field
goal percentage, the Gaels also
shot 80 percent from behind
the three-point arc and free
throw line. The Gaels lead the
NCAA in offensive efficiency as
well as field goal percentage, so
these numbers are no surprise
to Gaels fans. Emmett Naar
scored 15 of his 21 points in the
first half.
During the first six and half
minutes of the second half, the
Gaels got off to a slow start by

missing seven of ten shots and
the Tigers cut the lead to 13 at
53-40. However, the Gaels soon
picked up the pace, went on an
11-3 run, and took a 21-point
lead on the Tigers at 64-43. Jock
Landale was a major component
to the Gaels. Landale had a
career-high of 24-points, while
shooting 7-7 from the field. In
comparison to last year, and
earlier this year, Lan d ale has
grown tremendously, and his

:

Saint Mary's
Pacific

•

favorite move seems to be a hook
shot from the low block. With
Landale and Naar scoring a total
of 45 points, the Australians led
the team this game.
Joe Rabon had another solid
game with seven assists, eight
points, seven rebo.u n ds, two
steals, and one block. Rahon is a

major key to the Gaels' success
and his leadership and hustle on
the court is definitely appreciated by Gael fans. Saint Mary's
may be offensively strong, but
their defense was also solid by
holding UOP to shooting 42
percent, including five for 16
from behind the three-point arc.
Saint Mary's has shot 50 percent
or better for the twelfth tim
this season wit h a 59.5 sh ooting
percentage. With a victory and
Gonzaga's 69-68 loss to BYU
earlier that evening, the Gaels
moved into first place in the
WCC. However, the Zags beat
San Diego 88-52 on Saturday,
Jan. 16, tying both teams for
first place in the wee with a 6-1
conference record. The Gaels
did not play on that Saturday
allowing them to focus solely on
the showdown on Thursday, Jan.
21 against Gonzaga.
The matchup between Saint
Mary's an d Gonzaga might be
t he most anticipated mid major
college basketball game on the
West Coast . Th e Gaels were ini-

tially predicted to finish fourth
in the wee behind the number
one predicted Zags. However,
the Gaels have shocked the
basketball world with their
record-breaking year. With the
loss of 7'1'' senior center Przemek Karnowski, Gonzaga has
an Achilles heel. This Gonzaga
team is by far not one of their
be t teams in rec nt years, and
this year's Gaels h ave proven t o
be a very strong team. The big
question is, who will win? Saint
Mary's only two losses this year
are to the Cal Bears and Pepperdine Waves. The Gaels played
tough against the Bears, but just
could not finish off the game.
They simply had an off night in
the loss to Pepperdine.
In WCC play, Gonzaga has
only lost to BYU-a team the
Gaels beat 8-5-74 on New Year's
Eve. However, Gonzaga had to
play USF and SCU, and almost
lost to two schools the Gaels
easily beat. Without Karnowski,
the Gaels need to lock down
Domantas Sabonis, or get him

into foul trouble. Kyle Wiltjer,
the redshirt senior transfer from
Kentucky, is also another: player
the Gaels will need to lockdown.
If the Gaels continue to play
their game, they should have
no problem against Gonzaga. If
Saint Mary's fans see the same
spectacular performances from
Naar, Landale, Rahon, Evan
Fitzne · .Dane Pineau. Calvllt.
H e rm a n so n , Kyl e Cl ark, and
Stefan Gonzalez they have witnessed all season, the Gaels can
very well defeat the Bulldogs.
With a win against Gonzaga,
not only will the Gaels finally
get national attention, but they
will also take sole possession of
the coveted first place spot in
the WCC. A win against Gonzaga will be the first time the
Gaels beat the Zags in McKean
Pavilion since Jan.12, 2012: back
when Matthew Dellavedova
was a junior and Brad Waldow
was a reds h irt freshman. The
showdown in McKeon will be
on Thursday, Jan. 21 at 8 p.m.
and will be televised on ESPNU.

Nicholson leads Gaels past Pacifc, towards Gonzaga
BY ALEX CROOK
Ass1.) A', T c-po~Ts EDITOR

Devon Brookshire and Lauren
Nicholson scored 22 points each,
Devyn Galland scored another 15,
and the Gaels' women's basketball
team (14-4, 5-2 WCC) continued
their momentum with a Saturday
matinee win over host Pacific,
82-73. Along with their 22 points,
Nicholson and Brookshire both
recorded double-doubles.
Saint Mary's led for the majority
of the afternoon, with Pacific taking its only lead at the 9:42 mark
of the opening quarter. The Tigers
outshot the Gaels throughout all
four quarters, but Saint Mary's
made up for it, going 30-35 from the
free throw line and maintaining a
respectable rebounding edge.
Hallie Eckles led the Tigers with a
game-high 28 points, and aside from
Najah Queenland's 16, no other Tiger eclipsed eight points. With the

win, Saint Mary's now ties Gonzaga
for second place in the wee ahead
of the bigmatchup between the two
schools.
The Gaels take a four-game win
streak into Thursday's game against
Gonzaga, a matchup thathas always
been special. The Gaels pulled out
a gut-wrenching 79-78 overtime
victory at McKeon Pavilion in the
waning days of 2013, but fell just
short in the tournament final.
Following a season sweep last
year, an early exit from Las Vegas
at the hands of BYU prevented the
Gaels from getting another shot at
the Bulldogs, and Saint Mary's will
be playing for vengeance this time
around.
It will be interesting to see how
Thursday's game plays out, especially in the closing minutes.
Gonzaga holds the conference's top
scoring defense while the Gaels lay
claim to the best scoring offense in
the WCC. Saint Mary's and Gon-

zaga stand at opposite poles when it
comes to free throw shooting, with
Saint Mary's in first and Gonzaga
in last-a statistic that could very
well decide this game. Saint Mary's
boasts three players in the top
15 in the league in scoring, while
Gonzaga's leading scorer, Jill Barta,
checks in at No. 19.
As has been the case for many a
game this season, Nicholson will
be a playmaker to watch for. Samira
McDonald should attract eyes as
wellwithhercourtvisioncontributing to her team-leading 2.9 assists
per game.
The road doesn't get any easier
for Saint Mary's after Thursday,
as the Gaels play Portland and
Pacific before matching up against
the conference's top two squads in
USDandBYU.
San Diego hosts Pepperdine also
on Thursday evening, and with the
two second place teams going head
to head, a Torero loss would put the

LAUREN NICHOLSON (1) scored 22 points against Pacific. (Courtesy of SMCGaels.com)

SMC-Gonzaga winner at the top of
the hill with BYU.
Head coach Paul Thomas believes there are no cushions in
this conference. That being said,
the Gaels must stay mindful that
this is a 40-minute game. Cold
stretches are sometimes inevitable,
but comebacks aren't; even in times
of despair, Saint Mary's has shown
its ability to rebound from doubledigit deficits, including a thrilling
win over Bay Area-rival California

If the Gaels find themselves in a
similar situation Thursday night,
it'll just be another deficit for them
to climb out of.
Thursday night sets up for another edition of a rivalry between
two schools that have, for a long
time, controlled the conference.
Even with San Diego and BYU
holding onto the conference lead,
look for this game to have serious
conference title or even NCAA implications down the road.

